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1. INTRODUCTION: 

1.1 This is a Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) between Homes England, West Sussex County 
Council (WSCC) and Horsham District Council (HDC) which sets out the details of the current 
and future cooperation and the joint working relationships of the parties.  

1.2 This statement specifically relates to the school provision outlined within the Horsham District 
Council Local Plan in relation to the Policy HA2 “Land West of Ifield” that Homes England are 
promoting. Homes England, WSCC and HDC have been working proactively together through 
pre-application discussions, supported by a Planning Performance Agreement, to ensure that 
the school provision within the West of Ifield development meet the requirements identified by 
the Local Education Authority - WSCC. 

2. PARTIES: 

2.1 The relevant parties for the purpose of this SoCG are Homes England, WSCC and HDC.  

3. KEY MATTERS – SCHOOL PROVISION 

3.1 Pre-application discussions have established the school provision requirement for the West of 
Ifield Development, informed by a blended housing mix devised to meet the needs of Horsham 
and Crawley at the time the planning application has been prepared. This also reflects the site’s 
position “At Crawley”. 

3.2 This approach has subsequently been incorporated into Strategic Policy HA2 through the 
Suggested Modifications to the Horsham District Council Local Plan as summarised below: 

“Approximately 3,000 homes (C2 and C3 Use Class), a minimum 40% of which will be 
affordable homes, together with and to include provision for young families, older 
people, land for Community Land Trust (or similar community led scheme) housing 
and, together with the provision of a permanent Gypsy and Traveller site of 15 pitches. 
A blended mix of housing sizes will apply, to take into account both Horsham’s and 
Crawley’s strategic mixes for affordable and market housing, as expressed in 
respective local plans.” 
 

3.3 Through the pre-application process, it has been agreed that based on the proposed quantum 
of development of 3,000 homes, the detailed housing mix for the proposal and the current 
methodologies for education places, the education requirements comprise a 2 form (expandable 
to 3 form) entry primary school, with an onsite early years facility and provision for children with 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), accompanied by a separate, privately run 
early years facility in the neighbourhood centre, and a 6 form entry secondary school 
(expandable to 8 form) with provision for children with SEND. 

3.4 The Suggested Modifications to the Local Plan policy reflect representations from WSCC and 
amend the school provision for the West of Ifield site allocation which is set out below for ease: 

e) Land and contributions to meet the education provision standards advised by the 
Local Education Authority, (or any future updates based on refinement of needs 
evidence) as follows: 








